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California’s current drought is calamitous, and there’s no end in

sight. The good news is that we’re busy taking appropriate, absolutely

necessary action.

For years, the city of Los Angeles has focused effectively on water

conservation, but the problem has suddenly grown at a monumental

pace and scale, due significantly to climate change and a dawning

realization that we can no longer reasonably expect to store our water

as snowpack in the Sierra Nevadas.

To find our way, there’s a lot we can learn from Israel. As the Jewish

Journal has reported, Israel has been doing many things right,

including advances in technology, adjustments in policy and achieving

broad public consensus in order to deal with Israel’s desert conditions

and the ever-present threat of drought.

As a lifelong environmentalist, I am willing to meet the challenges of

In Combating Drought, L.A.
Should Follow Israel’s Lead
by Paul Koretz
Posted on Apr. 30, 2015 at 9:12 am

SIGN UP

Sign up for our newsletter
More news and opinion than at Shabbat dinner.

Trending in Opinion
Haim Saban’s conãdence in
Hillary Clinton

Message to Bernie: Listen to
Antonio

How one publisher revolutionized
American Judaism

Fight BDS with a pro-Palestinian
narrative

Recommended For You Promoted Links

Wix.com

Discover: An Easy Way to Create a Free
Stunning Website

Actress Zooey Deschanel converts to Judaism

Tweet

26

686

Share

TUESDAY - JUNE 07, 2016

Get Jewish Journal 
On your Mobile Device

RECENT HEADLINES
Jewish advisor: Trump too
busy to keep denouncing
anti-Semitic views of
supporters

SUPPORT THE JEWISH JOURNALHOME NEWS OPINION HOLLYWOOD CULTURE BLOGS INFO

http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion
http://www.facebook.com/jewishjournal
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=jewishjournal
http://www.youtube.com/user/jewishjournal?sub_confirmation=1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsukZh6EWCrvnoyHFk0pxZjlj2CxOi9ZJhCenrtMFuaSRXvFzQvxfWwNarysFcfNrtd8cdh4d7ru9P8E22OVnAZQsKyx5QgpXxc5Q4wvY1RAsYHcU5lvg0fG6ixnmGVes3KTsmDHXlORvExk26j_QitANbuzpVY3LwHOljfnFWegBIFRd4CfFQ2Kes-vc-Mgv4n5T5QH5Xem3FPHIfDQ7LnBWvI&sai=AMfl-YSTFElLRL9F3ZZNZTVvQj54VK4FUHEdH_1PKcOGCkzs25eYdcWravnuTF5zjYP-JGAO_gUBlhHhEw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMjePAUWUlGm&adurl=http://www.themedialine.org
https://secure.ace.advertising.com/click/site=848201/mnum=2308244/cstr=60518611=_57575502_1702279395_848201*2308244*79*0_1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/imptid=AS4070395eeaf14e5297e4d84564a9dbd5/bnum=60518611/optn=64?trg=https://ad.atdmt.com/c/go;p=11087207017271;as=0;a=11087207017314;crs=11087207012130;cr=11087207012131;i.ts=1465341186
http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion
http://www.jewishjournal.com/newspaper/faq#column
http://www.jewishjournal.com/rss/articles/24
http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/article/donald_trumps_anti_semitic_troll_army
http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/article/bibis_week_between_peace_and_the_police
http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/article/we_can_love_jerusalem_as_jews_without_taunting_its_muslims
http://www.jewishjournal.com/israel/article/israels_justice_minister_70_percent_of_harmful_content_being_removed_from_s
http://www.jewishjournal.com/hollywood/article/helen_mirren_urges_senate_to_pass_bill_that_would_assist_recovery_of_stolen
http://www.jewishjournal.com/nation/article/members_of_us_anthropological_group_reject_israel_boycott_resolution
http://www.jewishjournal.com/world/article/out_of_jail_self_exiled_jewish_author_vows_to_fight_austria_fraud_convictio
http://www.jewishjournal.com/israel/article/women_of_the_wall_director_detained_by_police_over_torah_scroll
http://www.jewishjournal.com/danielle_berrin/article/sabans_confidence_in_hillary_clinton
http://www.jewishjournal.com/david_suissa/article/message_to_bernie_listen_to_antonio
http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/article/how_one_publisher_revolutionized_american_judaism
http://www.jewishjournal.com/david_suissa/article/fight_bds_with_a_pro_palestinian_narrative
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=jewishjournal&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=alternating-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
http://www.wix.com/wixarticles/tbdiscoverfr-tm?utm_campaign=bd_taboola
http://www.jewishjournal.com/hollywood/article/actress_zooey_deschanel_converts_to_judaism
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishjournal.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fin_combating_drought_l.a._should_follow_israels_lead&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=In%20Combating%20Drought%2C%20L.A.%20Should%20Follow%20Israel%E2%80%99s%20Lead&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishjournal.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fin_combating_drought_l.a._should_follow_israels_lead%23.V1dU_foTwpc.twitter
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?app_id=865830866843636&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishjournal.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fin_combating_drought_l.a._should_follow_israels_lead&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
http://www.jewishjournal.com/community_calendar
http://www.jewishjournal.com/mobile
http://www.jewishjournal.com/
http://www.jewishjournal.com/election2016/article/jewish_advisor_trump_too_busy_to_keep_denouncing_anti_semitic_views_of_supp
http://www.jewishjournal.com/donate
http://www.jewishjournal.com/
http://www.jewishjournal.com/nation
http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion
http://www.jewishjournal.com/hollywood
http://www.jewishjournal.com/culture
http://www.jewishjournal.com/blogs
http://www.jewishjournal.com/newspaper/faq


6/7/2016 In Combating Drought, L.A. Should Follow Israel’s Lead | Opinion | Jewish Journal

http://www.jewishjournal.com/opinion/article/in_combating_drought_l.a._should_follow_israels_lead 2/5

by Taboola

ADVERTISEMENT

PUT YOUR AD HERE

California’s drought crisis head-on, and in a responsible manner. As a

Jew, I’m very much inspired by the tradition of tikkun olam, which,

translated into English, calls on us to “repair the world.” Given the

environmental damage that has been done to Earth, in particular by

climate change, repair is much needed.

In Israel, more than 80 percent of all municipal sewage is reclaimed

and reused — whereas, L.A.’s Hyperion Water Treatment Plant treats

and discharges up to 350 million gallons of wastewater into the ocean

every day — that’s water we could be using. A decade ago, the L.A.

public was very uneasy about water reclamation/reuse, and so certain

policies were not undertaken. Today, even Orange County uses treated

wastewater and returns it to potable use. I recently introduced a slate

of L.A. City Council drought-response motions, including one to

explore the city’s possible reuse of Hyperion’s treated water. 

L.A. has myriad options that don’t include building pipelines and

tunnels into other counties, states or the ocean — nor gutting the

Endangered Species Act protections in the Bay Delta (a key

environmental habitat/ecosystem in California). There are other ways

to confront the drought. For example, “dewatering” protects a

building’s foundation and underground garage from inundation by

groundwater and underground springs — but currently, that water

gets sent down the storm drain to the ocean. Another motion of mine

calls for reusing that water onsite, or directing it via the sewer system

to the Tillman Water Reclamation Plant for recycling and reuse.  

After Hyperion, the city’s most valuable untapped option is the

contaminated San Fernando Valley aquifer. The L.A. Department of

Water and Power (LADWP) is applying for Proposition 1 funding to

clean it up so we can better access it for local water supply use.  My

three fellow L.A.-area representatives on the Metropolitan Water

District Board and I were able to get approved a $20 million loan to

LADWP to kick-start this important effort.  

LADWP’s replace-your-lawn program is booming, thanks to Mayor

Garcetti’s Executive Directive No. 5, increasing the rebate to $3.75 per

square foot. But we need to do more than replace lawns with rocks,

irrigation and a few plants. We need to use rainwater as a first source

of irrigation, which has the additional benefits of preventing polluted

runoff and reducing flooding. We must also do the following: Grade

and shape the ground to enable rainwater to slow down, spread out

and sink into soil. Add some compost and fresh tree trimmings for

mulch to create living soil to sponge up the water, which plants can

then tap during dry months. Allow excess water to flow down to

replenish aquifers and also maintain creek and river flows. Plant

native flora that is water thrifty and provides food and habitat for

birds and our pollinators, bees and butterflies, which are struggling to

survive. Plants also remove carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, from

the atmosphere — with soil able to lock up five to six times more of

the carbon than plants.

Residents who replace their lawns should remember to water their
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trees. Tree health is a vital component to climate change resiliency,

especially in the San Fernando Valley; a recent UCLA study predicts an

increase in extreme heat days from eight to 30 annually in places such

as Porter Ranch. I’ve introduced a motion calling on our Bureau of

Street Services’ Urban Forestry division to report on protecting the

health of our urban forest in the drought.

LADWP gives incentives for using 55-gallon rain barrels to capture

rainwater;  we should also encourage larger, more effective rain tanks,

or even larger underground cisterns for installation under residential

lots. Additionally, I’ve introduced a motion asking LADWP to work

with our Department of Building and Safety to permit and incentivize

installation of gray-water systems for homeowners, so they can reuse

the water from their showers and washing machines to water their

landscapes and support our trees.   

There are certainly other efforts under serious discussion: We can

push the state’s farmers to use targeted drip irrigation, which has

made a huge difference in Israel. We can stop hydraulic fracturing

(fracking), as I’ve called for here in L.A.; fracking turns millions of

gallons of clean water per well in California into toxic sludge capable

of polluting other groundwater. We can encourage reduced

consumption of the most water- and greenhouse gas-intensive food —

beef.

Building a local water supply helps us meet Mayor Garcetti’s

transformative goal of 50 percent local water by 2035, simultaneously

creating jobs, protecting the economy and reducing our carbon

footprint (transporting water is California’s largest energy

user). Climate- and drought-resilience efforts and funding should

focus on cost-effective, local solutions like those mentioned above,

which we’re implementing in L.A. as quickly as possible. 

Israel got religion about the drought crisis long ago; now, Los Angeles

has clearly — finally — done the same.

Los Angeles City Councilmember Paul Koretz represents the 5th Council

District in Los Angeles. He is also one of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s

appointees to the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) Board.  MWD is a

consortium of 26 cities and water districts that provides drinking water

to nearly 19 million people in Southern California.
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